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not be trusted,2 and the Whigs continued in office
for as long as this situation prevailed, that is to say
until the accession of George III in 1760, by which
time Jacobitism had become no more than a romantic
memory. The Whigs fell from power as soon as the
circumstances that had put them into power ceased to
operate, and by the swing of the political pendulum
their half-century of power was followed by an even
longer period of almost unbroken opposition. It
speaks volumes for the hold that party had obtained
over political thought in England that party lines
remained firmly drawn when first one party and then
the other was out of office for fifty years at a time;
and it is because party was established in the English
constitutional fabric that, when the old party divisions
became obsolete after the growth of industrialism and
the rise of the middle class, part)* organisations, though
with new names, could still dominate the political
scene and determine the composition of Parliaments.

IT is significant of the extent to which the American
Colonies had become intellectually divorced from the
Mother country and had developed their own meth-
ods of thought, that the whole of this remarkable
development of party in eighteenth century Britain
was ignored by the Philadelphia Convention. Plan-
ning for the United States as a whole, the Convention
had to transcend party, and Madison, who appears

'See p. 43, supra, n.